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From Wild + Free, a wonderful collection of creative activities for parents, educators, and
caregivers filled with engaging and fun ideas to help kids fall in love with literature and
reading.Foster a love of reading in your child with Wild + Free Book Club. An invaluable
educational resource curated by Wild + Free families around the world, this full-color illustrated
book offers imaginative suggestions for creating themed book clubs for kids. Here are hands-on
activities, games, food, and decoration ideas inspired by a carefully chosen list of beloved
classic novels, as well as discussion questions about plots and themes that engage kids minds
and sparks their curiosity.Wild + Free Book Club is filled with fun ideas for each book,
including:Anne of Green Gables—host a picnic tea partyThe Secret Garden—craft a terrarium, a
secret garden of your ownCharlotte’s Web—host an old-time country fairThe Lion the Witch and
the Wardrobe—turn your front door into a magical portal to NarniaWith step-by-step instructions,
lush photography, and family-tested and kid-approved activities, Wild + Free Book Club will help
parents and educators inspire children and instill a lifelong passion for literature and the joy of
books.The Wild + Free Book Club reading list:The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Anne of Green
Gables Around the World in 80 Days Black Beauty Charlotte’s Web The CrossoverEsperanza
RisingThe Evolution of Calpurnia TateFarmer Boy From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.
Frankweiler The Green Ember Heidi The Hobbit Island of the Blue Dolphins The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe Little House in the Big Woods A Little PrincessLittle Women Mrs. Frisby and
the Rats of NIMH My Side of the Mountain Peter Pan Pippi LongstockingRobin Hood Roll of
Thunder, Hear My CryThe Secret GardenThe Swiss Family Robinson Treasure Island The
Vanderbeekers of 141st Street 

About the AuthorAinsley Arment is the founder and leader of Wild + Free and co-host of the
weekly Wild + Free Podcast. As she leads this movement of raising her kids and homeschooling
in a new way, she thinks deeply about making the most out of life and ensuring that her children
have a fertile seedbed for their own uniqueness and creativity. She and her husband Ben are
raising their five kids, Wyatt, Dylan, Cody, Annie, and Millie, in Virginia Beach.--This text refers to
the paperback edition.
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INTRODUCTIONBRINGING BOOKS TO LIFEAs a child, I spent countless hours in the woods
behind my house, getting lost in an imaginary world. There was a giant rock that I used to
pretend was my fortress, which kept me safe from the lurking wolves and other wild animals. My
parents read to me a lot, and these stories became the impetus for endless hours of
imaginative play. From secret worlds to seafaring expeditions, all of my play re- volved around
literature.As I got older and became less interested in adventuring, reading still remained a
favor- ite pastime. I often took my books outside to a quiet place in the yard or even to a perch
in my favorite tree. Books are their own kind of portal. Something magical happens when
you read a good book, and there is nothing like getting lost in a story that makes you
wish you could live there for a time.As a bibliophile, I have a huge passion for helping kids fall in
love with books and getting them hooked on literature while they’re still young, so they’ll come
back again and again wanting more. Not every child falls in love with reading at the same
age. Some do right away, but for others, it can take years. If you have a child who pre-
fers anything and everything except read- ing, you are not alone. Sometimes children fall in love
with experiences before they fall in love with words.Book clubs are a great way to bring a book
to life, whether your child enjoys reading or not. Children don’t have to love reading to develop a
love for literature. It’s a gift you can bestow on them through consis- tent exposure and creative
experiences.When I hosted my first book club, I had no idea how much my children and their
__________INTRODUCTIONBRINGING BOOKS TO LIFEAs a child, I spent countless
hours in the woods behind my house, getting lost in an imaginary world. There was a giant rock
that I used to pretend was my fortress, which kept me safe from the lurking wolves and other wild
animals. My parents read to me a lot, and these stories became the impetus for endless hours of
imaginative play. From secret worlds to seafaring expeditions, all of my play re- volved around
literature.As I got older and became less interested in adventuring, reading still remained a
favor- ite pastime. I often took my books outside to a quiet place in the yard or even to a perch
in my favorite tree. Books are their own kind of portal. Something magical happens when
you read a good book, and there is nothing like getting lost in a story that makes you
wish you could live there for a time.As a bibliophile, I have a huge passion for helping kids fall in
love with books and getting them hooked on literature while they’re still young, so they’ll come



back again and again wanting more. Not every child falls in love with reading at the same
age. Some do right away, but for others, it can take years. If you have a child who pre-
fers anything and everything except read- ing, you are not alone. Sometimes children fall in love
with experiences before they fall in love with words.Book clubs are a great way to bring a book
to life, whether your child enjoys reading or not. Children don’t have to love reading to develop a
love for literature. It’s a gift you can bestow on them through consis- tent exposure and creative
experiences.When I hosted my first book club, I had no idea how much my children and their
friends would love it. We were reading Treasure Island and celebrated the book with adventure
games in the backyard, discussion questions in the living room, and pirate snacks around the
dining room table. The kids left the gathering bursting with excitement and asking when we
would do it again. I overheard a few children beg- ging their mother to finish reading the rest
of the book to them when they got home.

friends would love it. We were reading Treasure Island and celebrated the book with adventure
games in the backyard, discussion questions in the living room, and pirate snacks around the
dining room table. The kids left the gathering bursting with excitement and asking when we
would do it again. I overheard a few children beg- ging their mother to finish reading the rest
of the book to them when they got home.You don’t have to be an amazing organizer to host a
book club. And you definitely don’t need to be well read or have an En- glish degree. The goal is
to get kids and their parents reading great books together and encourage others to join you in
bring- ing the story to life. While it takes some __________time, effort, and planning to get ready
for a book club, it’s more than worth it.I’ve collected twenty-eight of my favorite book club ideas
from Wild + Free moth- ers using some of their favorite books and activities. I hope this makes it
easier for you to establish a book club so your family and friends can enjoy literature together.
Among these books, arranged alphabet- ically by title, you’ll find something for everyone. From
adventure tales to animal stories, from classics to modern favorites, you’re sure to find stories
and activities that will delight, educate, and inspire. If you do host a book club, be sure to tag
your photos #wildandfreebookclub so we can share in your experience.AINSLEY
ARMENTEditor | @ainsl3yYou don’t have to be an amazing organizer to host a book club. And
you definitely don’t need to be well read or have an En- glish degree. The goal is to get kids and
their parents reading great books together and encourage others to join you in bring-
ing the story to life. While it takes some time, effort, and planning to get ready for a book club, it’s
more than worth it.I’ve collected twenty-eight of my favorite book club ideas from Wild + Free
moth- ers using some of their favorite books and activities. I hope this makes it easier for
you to establish a book club so your family and friends can enjoy literature together.
Among these books, arranged alphabet- ically by title, you’ll find something for everyone. From
adventure tales to animal stories, from classics to modern favorites, you’re sure to find stories
and activities that will delight, educate, and inspire. If you do host a book club, be sure to tag
your photos #wildandfreebookclub so we can share in your experience.AINSLEY
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HOW TOHOST A BOOKCLUBExperiencing books through book clubs helps bring these
stories to life and ensures that they stay rooted in our chil- dren’s hearts for a lifetime. Although
you can use the material in this book exactly as it’s presented here, this book is meant to be a
source of inspiration for your cre- ativity. Feel free to adapt your gathering based on your own
ideas and context. Here’s how to host your own book club.BEFORE THE GATHERING1. Give
your attendees plenty of time to read the book. Send out invitations four to six weeks before the
event. Provide the details, including the book title, date, time, and location.2. Encourage your
guests to read the book before the gathering, perhaps choosing a time each day to read a
chapter aloud. Children of any age can participate in read- ing aloud, and even the younger ones
pick up on so much.3. About a week or two before the actual gathering, send an email to the
attendees __________with a list of food items needed so that each family can sign up to bring
something. Cast the vision for the theme and invite the children to come dressed in character. I
find it helpful to send a reminder email the day before the event.4. Gather any needed supplies
and invite your guests to help with the preparation. Not everyone will jump at the opportunity,
but you may be surprised by their enthu- siasm to help. Not only will their participa- tion make
your job easier, but preparation is more fun to do together!5. Prepare any themed music, food,
and decor to welcome attendees to the gath- ering. Part of the fun is helping the children feel like
they are entering the world of the book. You can have your kids help you with
preparing and setting up the decorations.DURING THE GATHERING1. As guests arrive, gather
the kids in a cozy spot and start the discussion by asking them to share a favorite scene,
character, or part of the book. Children are always eager to participate and share! Then ask the
kids __________HOW TOHOST A BOOKCLUBExperiencing books through book clubs helps
bring these stories to life and ensures that they stay rooted in our chil- dren’s hearts for a lifetime.
Although you can use the material in this book exactly as it’s presented here, this book is meant
to be a source of inspiration for your cre- ativity. Feel free to adapt your gathering based on your
own ideas and context. Here’s how to host your own book club.BEFORE THE GATHERING1.
Give your attendees plenty of time to read the book. Send out invitations four to six weeks before
the event. Provide the details, including the book title, date, time, and location.2. Encourage your
guests to read the book before the gathering, perhaps choosing a time each day to read a
chapter aloud. Children of any age can participate in read- ing aloud, and even the younger ones
pick up on so much.3. About a week or two before the actual gathering, send an email to the
attendees with a list of food items needed so that each family can sign up to bring something.
Cast the vision for the theme and invite the children to come dressed in character. I find it helpful
to send a reminder email the day before the event.4. Gather any needed supplies and invite
your guests to help with the preparation. Not everyone will jump at the opportunity, but you may
be surprised by their enthu- siasm to help. Not only will their participa- tion make your job easier,
but preparation is more fun to do together!5. Prepare any themed music, food, and



decor to welcome attendees to the gath- ering. Part of the fun is helping the children feel like
they are entering the world of the book. You can have your kids help you with
preparing and setting up the decorations.DURING THE GATHERING1. As guests arrive, gather
the kids in a cozy spot and start the discussion by asking them to share a favorite scene,
character, or part of the book. Children are always eager to participate and share! Then ask the
kids questions about the book, starting with the simplest ones. Use the questions included
here or some of your own.

questions about the book, starting with the simplest ones. Use the questions included
here or some of your own.2. After the book discussion, move on to the activities, crafts, and
games. You can always return to the food table for more treats if you’d like, and then hand out
part- ing gifts as the children are leaving.VIRTUAL GATHERINGSYou could also host a virtual
gathering by reading a book with friends or family members in another location and then
celebrating together with online games, video chats, and even dressing up!32. After the book
discussion, move on to the activities, crafts, and games. You can always return to the food table
for more treats if you’d like, and then hand out part- ing gifts as the children are leaving.VIRTUAL
GATHERINGSYou could also host a virtual gathering by reading a book with friends or family
members in another location and then celebrating together with online games, video chats, and
even dressing up!

THEADVENTURES OFTOM SAWYERBY MARK TWAINWhen you read a book like
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, it’s impossible for the images and feel- ings not to linger in your
heart and mind for days and even years to come. A book full of stories of a child going on his
own adventures is sure to spark ideas for your own kids! By giving children space to
explore, discover, and live out their own adventures in an unstructured way, their
imaginations can fully take flight, and they can enjoy the wonder of learning.THE
GATHERINGThis is the perfect book club to host at a local park or near a creek, where the chil-
dren can wade ankle-deep into the water and catch tadpoles. Nature is a portal to a whole other
world of imagination and ex- ploration. Certainly, Tom Sawyer would not have had half of the
adventures he did without time spent on the river or in the cave on a secret island with Huck and
Joe.FOOD IDEAS•Serve fried chicken or fried fish and cornon the cob.•Make edible rafts using
pretzel sticksheld together with melted and cooledchocolate.•Set up a “moonshine” lemonade
standwith freshly squeezed lemonade servedin mason jars tied with twine.•Fill a few galvanized
buckets with juicyapples and serve mini apple pies fordessert.DISCUSSION QUESTIONS1.
Who are the main characters in Tom Sawyer?2. Where does this story take place?3. How does
Tom avoid being whipped by Aunt Polly for hiding in the closet and eat- ing the jam? How does
Aunt Polly punish Tom for getting in late and messing up his clothes?4. How does Tom trick his
friends into helping him whitewash the fence?THE ADVENTURES OF TOM
SAWYER5THEADVENTURES OFTOM SAWYERBY MARK TWAINWhen you read a book like
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pretzel sticksheld together with melted and cooledchocolate.•Set up a “moonshine” lemonade
standwith freshly squeezed lemonade servedin mason jars tied with twine.•Fill a few galvanized
buckets with juicyapples and serve mini apple pies fordessert.DISCUSSION QUESTIONS1.
Who are the main characters in Tom Sawyer?2. Where does this story take place?3. How does
Tom avoid being whipped by Aunt Polly for hiding in the closet and eat- ing the jam? How does
Aunt Polly punish Tom for getting in late and messing up his clothes?4. How does Tom trick his
friends into helping him whitewash the fence?
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Julie, “On our 5th club meeting!. I LOVE this book! I asked a bunch of moms who had similar
aged kids from our church to participate…and everyone is having a blast. We’ve done Mrs.
Frisby, Farmer Boy, Pippi, Tom Saywer, and now we are about to do A Little Princess….and
Green Ember after that! Can you please make a part 2? This is our new favorite thing to do with
friends.  Thanks so much W+F!”

timnjojo, “Must-Have for Book Loving Homeschoolers!. I love this book SO much and I can’t wait
to use it in my homeschool! We have been using a literature based approach for our curriculum
and the suggestions in this book will take our learning and love of books to a whole new level. So
fun!”

Katie, “Creative and Inspiring. I’m thrilled to have this book to reference for years to come. It’s
filled with ideas for bringing great literature to life. Whether you use these ideas for book clubs or
even just for your own family to celebrate the books you’re reading, there is so much inspiration
on these pages.”

smhomeschoolmom, “Creative and beautiful!. Just received this and I am so excited! Spent the
past hour flipping through it. It is beautiful and I love the books chosen to be featured, we have
almost all of them in our home library. The ideas for book parties look creative and fun! I can’t
wait to try them out!”

Waynna, “Lovely. So much goodness — provides the perfect map for book clubs!”

Leslie Dickens, “Great book to own.. Loved this book and all it has to offer.”

The book by Ainsley Arment has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 89 people have provided feedback.
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